Competence-based summative assessment of a student-directed course: involvement of key stakeholders.
The 5-week module in general practice for final-year students at the University of Sheffield is based on practice attachments and student-directed learning in small groups. This paper describes how the summative assessment process of the module was revised to incorporate the notion of competence-based assessment, and how general practitioner tutors, departmental tutors and students were involved in this revision. The question 'What are students expected to know and be able to do by the end of the module?' was answered in terms of a statement of the key purpose of the module and a list of intended learning outcomes. The question 'How can we find out if students have achieved these outcomes?' was addressed by developing check-lists of criteria for observed behaviours and for the written products of students' actions.